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A New Subspecies of Pyrochroid Beetle (Coleoptera, 
Pyrochroidae) from Okinawa-honto, 
Southwest Japan 
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Abstract Pseudopyrochroa kazuoi teruhisai M. Saito, subsp. nov., is described 
from Okinawa-honto, the Ryukyus, Japan. 


Up to the present, no pyrochroid beetle have ever been recorded from Okinawa- 
honto of the Ryukyu Islands. Recently I received from Mr. T. Ueno some pyro¬ 
chroid specimens collected in Okinawa-honto. It seemed closely related to Pseudo¬ 
pyrochroa kazuoi N. Ohbayashi (1968) described from Amami-Oshima, but after com¬ 
paring them with four paratopotypes of the latter loaned from Dr. N. Ohbayashi, I 
found out certain features not met with in the Amami-Oshima form. 1 am therefore 
going to describe the former as a new subspecies of P. kazuoi. 

Before going further, I wish to express my special thanks to Prof. Dr. Hiroyuki 
Sasaji, Fukui University, for his advice and for reading this paper. Hearty thanks 
are also due to Mr. Teruhisa Ueno, student of the University of the Ryukyus, for his 
offer of materials, and Dr. Nobuo Ohbayashi, Kanagawa Horticultural Experiment 
Station, for the loan of the paratopotypes of the nominotypical subspecies. 


Pseudopyrochroa kazuoi kazuoi N. Ohbayashi 
[Japanese name: Ryukyu-akahanemushi] 

(Fig. 1 B) 

Pseudopyrochroa kazuoi N. Ohbayashi, 1968, Ent. Rev. Japan, 20: 35-36 (Hatsuno, Amami-Oshima 
Is.). 

Distribution. Amami-Oshima (Ryukyus, Japan). 

Specimens examined. 1 Hatsuno, Amami-Oshima, Ryukyus, Japan, 4-IV- 
1963, N. Ohbayashi leg.; 1 same locality, 5—IV—1963, N. Ohbayashi leg.; 1 
same locality, 10—IV—1963, N. Ohbayashi leg.; 1 <j>, same locality, 12—IV—1963, N. 
Ohbayashi leg. (all paratopotypes). 

Pseudopyrochroa kazuoi teruhisai M. Saito, subsp. nov. 

(Fig. 1 A) 

This new subspecies is collected in Okinawa-honto, and accords well with the 
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Fig. I. Head and pronotum in male of Pseudopyrochroa kcizuoi N. Ohbayashi. -A, P. k. 

teruhisai M. Saito, subsp. nov.; B, P. k. kazuoi N. Ohbayashi. 

above subspecies with the exception of rather slight differences noted below. Besides, 
its locality is not so remote from that of the nominotypical race. The subspecific 
name is given after Mr. Teruhisa Ueno who collected this new subspecies. 

It is distinguished from the nominotypical subspecies by the following points: l) 
All depressions on pronotum wider and shallower, and posterior area of pronotum 
weakly elevated on either side. 2) Basal border of pronotum narrower and rather 
weakly elevated upwards, and less depressed in middle. 3) Reddish long suberect 
hairs on elytra denser, so as to make elytral reddish shade deeper. 4) In male, a pair 
of depressions between antennal insertions slightly smaller and deeper, and the con¬ 
vexity between eyes elevated to the same level as eyes. 

Body length: £ 10.5-13.8 mm (13.2 mm in the holotype); $ 11.6-14.3 mm. 

Holotype. Yona, Kunigami, Okinawa-honto, Ryukyus, Japan, 13—111—1988, 
T. Ueno leg., preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), 
Tokyo. Allotopotype. $, the same data as for the holotype. Paratopotypes. 2 $<$ 
3 $ the same data as for the holotype; 2 1 the same locality as for the holo¬ 

type, 14-111-1988, T. Ueno leg. 

Distribution. Okinawa-honto (Ryukyus, Japan). 
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